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Abstract 

For any nation to develop meaningfully, her citizens must cultivate good 
values. In recent times, there has been general outcry over decaying value 
standards in Nigeria. Selfish and undesirable values have replaced 
wholesome ones thereby leading to unhealthy developments. This clearly 
demonstrates that all is not well with our nation (Nigeria) where the values 
we once held dearly have been thrown into the thrash can. Our youths have 
imbibed the wrong values which unfortunately they have translated to be the 
norm. The Nigerian nation itself is branded as a country where corruption, 
poverty and injustice reign. To change the situation, therefore, there is need 
for different approaches to value reorientation of Nigerian youths as a means 
of achieving national development. This paper therefore, takes a cursory look 
at the concepts of values, value reorientation and national development. The 
importance of value reorientation of Nigerian youths were highlighted and 
some of the Nigerian values that the youths need their reorientation, were 
examined. The paper maintains that the Family, Government, Educational 
Institutions, Religious Organizations and the Media remain the fulcrum of 
value reorientation of Nigerian youths. There can be no positive 
developments in a country of misplaced values. 
 

Key words:  Approaches, Value Reorientation, Nigerian Youths, National 
Development.    

 
The erosion of societal values which manifests in varied unpatriotic and anti-

social behaviour of most of our youths has been a disturbing issue to all and sundry. 
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This is a social problem that requires formal and institutional strategies to address. 
Efforts by previous Nigerian governments are known to have hit the rocks. The major 
area of attack on our development is the super-imposition of alien values, perspective, 
beliefs, superstition and idiosyncrasies on our society to the neglect of indigenous 
ones. According to Nnachi (2003), our worries over value disorientation indicate that 
both the individual and society have shifted from the cohesiveness of traditional values 
to the confusion and uncertainty of modernity. This change has been attributed to 
technological and economic factors. We are all aware that our efforts toward scientific 
and technological development can hardly yield the desired results unless there is a 
conducive socio-psychological development within the school and the society, hence 
Nigerian youths need re-orientation on the highly esteemed societal values. Value re-
orientation is necessary because as Onyeachu (2008) observed, it is what the society 
values that determines the tone and level of development of that society.  
 The Nigerian youths are young people between the ages of thirteen (13) and 
thirty (30). This is the period of secondary and tertiary education in Nigeria. They are 
vibrant, energetic, inquisitive, adventurous, risk takers and identity seekers. They often 
clash with the adults. The complexity of modern life makes life even more complicated 
for today’s youths. They are in the age of technological advancement and 
computerized “this and that” – the good, the bad and the ugly. They have become 
addicted to television viewing and so influenced by excessive  display of curelty, 
nudity, and erotic movies which are often mental fuel for evil. They are at the age of 
bizarre dressing because their friends approve of them. They have become involved 
with drugs, alcohol and cultism in such high degree that these have affected their 
emotional growth. (Nduka - Ozo, 2010). Many of them are faced with unwanted 
teenage pregnancy. Thus, value misplacement has generated value crisis which is 
crushing the citizens. The greatest worry is that some of the values pursued by many 
Nigerians, especially the leaders, do not promote national unity and development. 
Therefore, there is urgent need for a new value order or a better value orientation 
education at all levels.      
  In Nigeria, Nnadozie (2010), citing Ochiagha (1994), opined that there is a 
loss of social, economic, moral, cultural, religious, political, educational and 
psychological values. Most public servants are dissatisfied with their work especially 
in remunerations, motivational incentives, promotions and prompt payment of salaries. 
This has led to deliberate laziness, idleness, absenteeism, general lack of commitment 
to work, rampant lateness to work, embezzlement of public funds, the crave for 
material gratification before serving the public or other forms of dishonesty in the 
public service. This is the situation in public service which calls for fresh value 
orientation in order to improve the level of job performance among the workers.  
 The crisis of values in Nigeria suggests that the growth and progress of the 
society is being retarded in many aspects through outburst of  materialistic tendencies 
of our youths. It is beyond doubt that materialism has taken over government, political 
institutions, invaded traditional and cultural institutions, while the church seems to be 
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more materialistic than the secular society. The malady of value crisis has predicated 
Nigeria as open society in which anything goes. In Nigeria we seem to be grabbing the 
worst and getting very little of the best from the rest of the world. This paper on value 
reorientation of Nigerian youths is focused on redeeming the youths currently faced 
with crushing identity crisis, resulting from misplacement of values. No doubt, Nigeria 
had national culture that established her before materialistic invasion and the family 
remains the primary base for value formation and reorientation. Government at all 
levels, educational institutions and religious organizations must all play significant 
roles in our quest for value reorientation of Nigerian youths in order to attract national 
development.    
 
Conceptual Clarifications  
 For the purpose of clarification and better understanding, it is expedient to 
explain basic concepts underlying this work.  
 
Values and Value Reorientation  
Values share the same meaning with morality as it also depicts the acceptable conduct 
of behaviour in the society. Through the centuries, one of the most important problems 
confronting philosophers and educators, is the problem of values, generally known as 
axiology. Values influence people’s behaviour and serve as a yardstick for evaluating 
the actions of other people in the society. In the domain of education, values are 
paramount, for they are tightly bound to the general idea of education and the 
operation of schools. Education must be something worthwhile and being worthwhile 
has value implication. Thus, values are standards,  reputations, right attitudes, worth, 
rules and  regulations for the way people should do things and cut across moral 
conducts, dressing codes, socialization and greeting, walking steps, sitting positions, 
table manners and so on. Man is a creature of choice, he is a free moral agent.  
Everyone has the choice to live right or wrong.  
 The above exposition shows that the term “value” can be defined in different 
ways. Hornby (2012:1323) defined values as “beliefs about what is important in life: 
cultural, social and moral values”. To Kanu (2005:25), values refer to “the quality of 
being distinctively useful and desirable”. He went further to say that values are those 
aspects of the way of life of a people which distinguish them from other peoples 
thereby giving their own identity. As for Njoku (2015), value implies acceptable 
standards, ideal way of doing things and living virtuous life in society. Values are 
conceived of in terms of what is accepted in any social system. Value is more or less a 
consistent body of standards which gives meaning or direction to an attitude (Okoh, 
2012). Obasola (2015), citing Oyedepo (1986:16) stated that:  
Value… is the study of such concepts as good, bad, desirable, beautiful, ugly, etc and it 
tends to examine the justification of judgements that involves these concepts, the logic 
of the argument by which they are supported or challenged.                   
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Obasola (2015) maintained that for the purpose of upholding law and order which in 
turn, will enhance national stability and growth, values are respected and such values 
are the moral worth, principles or standards which the society holds in high esteem. 
Conformity to these value systems, no doubt, results in an orderly and purpose driven 
society which ultimately brings in the desired development in the society. Values can 
be seen as the guiding principles that order the life of individuals. They help to shape 
attitudes and beliefs and create differences in the way significant issues are seen. 
Njoku (2015) contended that values are standards that guide and determine actions, 
attitudes towards objects and situations. He went further to say that they are people’s 
socially or culturally acquired perception of what is desirable or not, which ultimately 
influences their choice and behaviour. Consequently, value implies acceptable 
standards, ideal way of doing things and living virtuous life in society. 
 From the above definitions, one can say that values are all the things the 
society considers desirable or worthwhile and will like to be inculcated in every 
member of the society for useful living. At present, these values have been generally 
eroded in our society, hence the need for value reorientation.  
 Value reorientation can be viewed as re-directing the attention of the citizens 
on the acceptance of social, economic, cultural, intellectual, political, moral and 
aesthetic norms of the society. It is the genuine and consistent efforts made by 
individuals, families, societies, communities, nations or organizations to revive or 
restore back the bastardized values for which they were known in order to re-sharpen 
the life styles of their members as well as moving the society forward. Value 
reorientation is a process of changing the old and inappropriate value orientation of an 
individual to enable him acquires new set of values that are more appropriate for good 
citizenship, nation building and political stability (Isiakpere, 2005). 
 In Nigeria, there is a great need for value reorientation of the society and the 
youth in particular in order to ensure that every citizen respects the societal norms and 
values as well as the nation’s constitution, adoption of democratic principles in 
leadership and fair sharing of political / social powers. It will ensure that citizens are 
loyal and obedient to the government and the rule of law in addition to the love of the 
nation first before personal gains and thereby contributing to the development of the 
Nigerian nation.  
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National Development  
 National development refers to the ability of a nation to improve the lives of 
its citizens. Measures of improvement may be material, such as an increase in the gross 
domestic product, or social such as literacy rates and availability of healthcare. The 
goal of all national development is to improve the lives of the citizens in question 
within the context of a growing economy and an emphasis on the good of the 
community as a whole. A country is classified as developed when she is able to 
provide qualitative life for her citizenry. So, national development is the general 
improvement in the lives of individuals, groups and the environment.  
 Okoh (2012) opined that national development should be seen as including 
economic, cultural, political and social relations issues as well. He further reiterated 
that national development could be the provision and creation of the conditions by 
which the citizens of a nation attain the fulfillment of their basic needs. Ango (1992) 
stipulated that national development connotes improvement of the total circumstances 
of man on earth, satisfying his social, economic and material needs and granting him 
mastery of his environment.  
 In the light of the above explanation of the concept of national development, 
what is important now is the reorientation (re-education) of the Nigerian youths so that 
they can play significant roles in the development of the nation. The youths are the 
engine for the actualization of national development, if their mindsets are channeled in 
the right direction. Thus, the wheel of development of any nation lies on the shoulders 
of the youths and how productive and creative they are. They are the cornerstone for 
societal rejuvenation. Unfortunately, Nigerian youths live in the midst of misplaced 
values which inhibits their contributions to national development. The agonies of  
Boko   Haram, Militancy, armed robberies, scam and other social deviant behaviours, 
are the products of lack of value orientation of the Nigerian youths. 
 The Federal Government of Nigeria (2013:14) in recognition of the 
importance of character in the broad educational goals of its citizens, incorporated 
character training through the National Policy on Education which states the 
educational goals to include among others: 
a) Development of the individual into a morally sound, patriotic and effective 
citizen.  
b) Inculcation of national consciousness, values and national unity.  
c) Development of appropriate skills, mental, physical and social abilities and 
competencies to empower the individual to live in and contribute positively to the 
society. 
           The above underscores the importance of education in our quest for value 
reorientation of our youths. Elechi (2014), citing Njoku (2007:11), captured the rate of 
moral decadence in Nigeria so vividly that:  
Everything about Nigeria is corrupt, the political elites are corrupt, the people are 
aspiring to be corrupt, elections are corrupt, census is corrupt, electricity is corrupt, 
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the water is corrupt, the land is corrupt, the air is corrupt, even the war against 
corruption is corrupt.  
                                                                                                         
 The problem of development in Nigeria can largely be attributed to value 
misplacement especially among the youths who represent the engine room of 
development. It becomes very necessary to review the Nigerian value system to enable 
us design various approaches to value reorientation among the youths as a means of 
addressing the issues of under-development in Nigeria.  
 
The Nigerian Value System     
  Generally, Nigerian values are embedded in the people’s social, economic and 
political institutions. These institutions spell out moral principles which members of 
the society should be acquainted with and must pass on to the younger generations. In 
this institutional framework, the family constitutes one of the basic fulcrums of the 
survival of the people and society. Although it is the smallest unit of human social 
organization, its significance in the survival of people and their cultures is 
fundamental. It is the beginning of the process of socialization and impacts the basic 
ethical and moral principles in the child. The family sets the basic moral guidelines, 
what should be done, and what not to do and why certain forms of bahaviours are to be 
preferred; why there should be acceptable character, enviable conduct and good 
conscience.  
  The child as a member of the society, learns to believe and accept the sanctity 
of  life, obedience to constituted authority, believe in the ontological harmony which is 
superintended over by the supreme being; acceptance of ones state of life, and so on. 
Thus, the value system encompasses a ray of moral principles passed on to the younger 
ones  through traditional and indigenous education system which emphasizes that one 
is first a member of the community being an individual and whatever affects him 
affects the rest of the community. If he commits crime, the community is brought into 
disrepute, but if he excels, the community rejoices.  
 Evidently, the advent of colonialism with its attendant capitalist structures 
brought imported ethnical values to our society which is  alien to us. These new 
ethnical values are based on the capitalist system of production which emphasize 
individualism and self- centredness. These values act as impediments to a smooth and 
desirable economic development since everybody is concerned with achieving this 
selfish interest not minding whether others survive or not. Thus, individual 
consciousness becomes the source of moral judgement. What is good or bad, right or 
wrong is no longer what the community approves but what the individual feels and 
decides for himself.  
 Nnadozie (2010) citing Ukoha (1992) observed that although there is diversity 
in Nigerian culture, there are common values, which cut across cultures. These values 
include hardwork, honesty, humility, diligence, love towards fellow men, industry, 
maintenance of standard of living within one’s income, respect for elders and 
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constituted authorities, regard for one another, self control and so on. He further 
reiterated that a persons values are his/ her basic ideas and belief about what is right or 
good and what is wrong. Values direct our behaviours. Hence, a child values what his 
parents do. He observed that much of our traditional values have changed as a result of 
the adoption of newer values by our adolescents and adults from the industrialized 
technological nations. Consequently, this value clash results in confusion and lack of 
clarity. He also cited  Okon (1984) who observed that the rule of law, honesty, love, 
compromise, reverence, truth, dignity, responsibility, respect for elders, self-reliance, 
health, creativity and many other human values embedded in our constitution, have 
been discarded or thrown to the wind by many of us. Instead of Nigerians to embrace 
these values, social vices such as hypocrisy, nepotism, corruption, bribery, 
embezzlement of public funds, dishonesty, tribalism, selfishness, laziness, greed, graft, 
avarice and so on, are zealously worshipped in the society.  
 Writing on the values of our contemporary society, Udensi (2007) observed 
that most of the values that serve as the life wire of an ordered and disciplined society, 
have virtually collapsed in Nigeria. Hence, instead of those values for which our past 
leaders like Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo, Amadu Bello, Michael Okpara, etc, 
were known for, negative values like service to self, end justifying the means, looting 
of one’s own country, injustice, bribery and corruption, “making it” by the easiest and 
fastest possible means, etc, have taken over.  
 Common observation has shown that our school system is flooded with a lot of 
immoral acts such as membership of secret cults, drug addiction, cheating and 
examination malpractice, vandalism, stealing and armed robbery, abortion, fornication, 
sexual harassment, forgery, breaking of bounds at will, dishonestly, excessive quest for 
material things, indecent dressing, prostitution, looting of school property, and so on. It 
is very disgusting to realize that ours is a society where religious bodies emphasize 
material wealth at the expense of moral rejuvenation. Hence, crime waves keep 
escalating even with the expansion of churches and mosques. The Nigerian 
contemporary society is where university authorities churn out honorary degrees to 
those who plunder the nation’s wealth. Traditional rulers too dole out titles to those 
who hold us hostage; and churches bless people who steal our money and donate to 
them.  
 The above scenario presents a picture of a society whose value system has 
been bastardized, the resultant effect is confusion or value disorientation particularly 
on the part of the youths.  
 
Need for Value Reorientation among Nigerian Youths 
 In all honesty and sincerity, all is not well with our nation (Nigeria) mainly 
because of our misplacement of values. The need for attitudinal reorientation had long 
been recognized as the best way to address our myriad of societal problems 
confronting the Nigerian society. Consequently, successive administrations have 
articulated and pursued reorientation programmes in one form or the other. It is 
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regrettable, however, that despite all the attempts, programmes and interventions, 
nothing can be seen in concrete terms as reward and achievements to the  enormous 
work of rebranding Nigeria. There still exist all the negative attributes that hold us 
down as a nation.  
 The message of value reorientation and social harmony should dominate our 
polluted psyche. Religious   and ethnic sentiments have taken pre-eminence over 
brotherhood. Gone were the times when Nigerians were their brother’s keepers, 
irrespective of tongue or creed; gone were the days when every adult member of 
society could instantly discipline any erring child to the happiness of the child’s 
parents.  
 Undoubtedly, there are so many reasons why Nigerian   youths need value 
reorientation.  Ejiogu (2001) described Nigerian youths as leaders of tomorrow, who 
are full of great potentials, very ready to be mobilized, unafraid of making sacrifices, 
often ideological and idealistic, quite enterprising and gregarious, always aspiring 
towards what is novel, imbued with a fighting spirit and great stamina. He went   
further to say that if properly nurtured and mobilized, the youths of any nation are a 
powerful driving force propelling the nation’s socio-economic and even political 
growth and development. We can describe the youths as the cornerstone of 
development, hence the need for value reorientation. So, value reorientation is a means 
of re-teaching the right attitudes and values to the citizenry. Value reorientation of 
Nigerian youths is necessary because one of the national educational goals as 
contained   in the Federal Government of Nigeria’s National Policy on Education 
(2013:14) is “inculcation of national consciousness, values and national unity”. This is 
hardly achieved in a country that is faced with ethnicity, religious fanaticism or 
extremism and value disorientation. Jonah-Eteli (2004) lamented that in Nigeria, the 
problem of values has reached a crisis stage and should be of great concern to all who 
are interested in the upbringing of the youths.  
 Nigerian youths, as leaders of tomorrow, need to find out the minds,  feelings 
and attitudes of Nigerian citizens that is expected of them. It is when awareness is 
created to the youths on what the society considers good, desirable and cherished, that 
the youths will assist in keeping them. This awareness can easily be created through 
value reorientation. Egiogu (2001) stressed that every reasonable government must 
institutionalize adequate mechanism for harnessing and utilizing the potentials of 
youths for sustainable national growth and development. This is very essential since 
the youths have a greater stake in the future of this nation than their parents. No 
wonder Kanno (2004) opined that  institutions for human resources development 
which  include the school, home, church, peer group, market and other commercial / 
socio-economic settings, should be up  and doing in the reorientation of the Nigerian 
youths. The school has a major role to play in teaching of the values to pupils / 
students at all levels of education.  
 From the above exposition, there should be a deliberate and systematic policy 
directive to urgently address the issue of value misplacement in order to make for a 

L aw rence Ikechi A jokuL aw rence Ikechi A jokuL aw rence Ikechi A jokuL aw rence Ikechi A joku ,,,,     P h.D  P h.D  P h.D  P h.D  andandandand     M arilyn O chom aM arilyn O chom aM arilyn O chom aM arilyn O chom a ,,,,    P h.DP h.DP h.DP h.D     

 



 149

 

African Education Indices, Volume 10 No. 1, November, 2017. ISSN 2276 – 982X 

decent and disciplined society that can compete favourably with other developed 
nations of the world.  
 
Approaches to value reorientation of Nigerian youths  
 In this paper, we have adopted different approaches to value reorientation of 
Nigerian youths. This is because a single approach may not yield the desired results.  
 
The Family  
 The family is the oldest institution on earth and it plays a vital role in human 
society. Throughout history, strong families have helped to make strong societies.  The 
family therefore remains the best arrangement for brining the children to be mature 
and credible adults. The family is the first social contact the child has and his 
experience in the process of development matters a lot because such early experiences 
are hard to erase. Every family has rules or expectations of what each member should 
or should not do. The degree to which we follow these expectations reveals how much 
we agree with them. Although we might not agree on a rule or expectation, we might 
still live by it in order to reserve our family relationships. In that case, we value the 
relationship as more important than choosing our own rules and having our own way.  
  Parents are the child’s first teachers and parents behaviour, actions, attitudes 
and belief in life go a long way in influencing the child. If parents have the right 
attitudes and values, they should not tell lies, loot government treasury, falsify papers, 
cheat others, kill people and use the youths as political thugs and kidnappers. It has 
been observed that home experiences and training greatly influence what a person does 
later in life and the kind of person he is likely to be (Bello, 2003). Thus, parents should 
be up and doing in the value development of their children, instilling discipline, 
integrity, honesty and rejecting unwanted behaviours.  
 It is sad to note that some parents have abdicated the responsibility of instilling 
core positive values in their children and have left that to schools, nannies and the 
society to do, but what such parents fail to realize is that schools do not train children, 
parents do. Everything continues to go wrong as we forsake the values that ought to 
matter. Our society is bedeviled with all manner of vices-terrorism, cultism, 
corruption, religious extremism, armed robbery, kidnapping, examination malpractice, 
and so on. All these can be reduced through the efforts of parents in teaching the right 
values at home and themselves becoming good examples.  
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Education  
 The relevance of value in education in Nigeria came to the fore recently when 
the problem of examination malpractices, thuggery, armed and pen robbery, general 
lack of honesty, diligence, good neighbourliness and good character which were the 
hallmark of meaningful education, disappeared completely. The manifestation of these 
vices in every aspect of our national life, including the school system, had a negative 
impact on education and people began to question the relevance of our education. The 
situation became chaotic in the last few years when all that was good, character wise, 
took a flight from our education.  This general chaos led to a situation where Nduka 
(2005) cited in Kolawole (2016) remarked that Nigerians exhibit deplorable ethnical 
attitudes in virtually every aspect of life both at home and abroad. He also noted that 
instead of education turning out generation of people who acquire or value knowledge, 
academic excellence and moral integrity, we seem to be turning out generation of half- 
baked certificate holders. This remark leaves a sour taste in our mouth and calls to 
question the moral ingredients of education and poses a challenge to our teachers.  
 The teacher is a focal person in the dissemination of knowledge for the 
development of society. Consequently, it is commonly said that “no Nation can rise 
above the quality of her teachers”. If the teacher misappropriates his priorities, the 
future of the nation would be at risk. The teacher is a builder, transformer, facilitator, 
reformer, regulator and transmitter of socio-cultural values that amplify national 
development. However, the rate of anti-social attitude and conduct of our youths make 
us question if the right values are enshrined in the school curriculum. Of recent, 
teachers have been known to compromise their roles for material gains. The teacher as 
a role model, should be envisaged to behave in a manner that traits exemplified by him 
may be emulated by his pupils/ students. If the schooling process should nurture and 
entrench values positively, in children, their teachers should function as role models 
(Maheshwari, 2009).  
 According to Njoku (2015), teachers should acquire intellectual competence, 
emotional stability and unquestionable moral standards as well as commitment that our 
nation needs to be developed by them in their pupils. Making national character 
reorientation an integral part of the curriculum of teacher education will be necessary 
to enable teachers internalize values they will develop in children. The fact remains 
that good teachers build enduring foundations that make good schools and students and 
finally a good nation.  
 
The Government  
 It should be recalled that when Government took over schools from their 
private owners, vices took the place of civilized virtues. Moral education was 
abandoned in schools (Ikpe, 2002). Products of education negated right moral 
conducts. Indeed, when the issue of Nigeria educational system is mentioned, the first 
set of thoughts that come to mind are decline in standards, deterioration of facilities, 
examination malpractices, mass promotion syndrome, before any other thing else. 
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Others include government insensitivity to education needs, shortage of manpower, 
lack of the spirit of hardwork among growing number of students, poor preparation of 
students and their lack of self confidence (Igboke, 2001).  
 In view of the above, Government needs to do more in the area of policy 
formulation and implementation if we must achieve credible education for the 
development of society. Unfortunately, in Nigeria, politicians fashion and project 
education to take care of their political ambitions rather than meeting the needs of the 
people, and then foster national growth and development. These manifest in the area of 
inadequate funding for implementation of educational policies, and misappropriation 
of public funds. For instance, UNESCO prescribes a minimum of 26% of national 
budgets for education. No Government in Nigeria has ever implemented this. 
Government insincerity in the educational sector is further compounded by corrupt 
practices engaged by government functionaries and other allies in the sector. No 
educational system can yield its best without adequate infrastructure and facilities that 
promote learning. Lamenting on the unwholesome practices, Husaini (2011:107) asked 
the following questions: How can there be development in a country in which bribery 
and corruption break down law and order? What kind of development can we expect in 
a country whose government officials defraud their fatherland of millions of naira in 
collaboration with foreigners? 
 The above questions point to a nation with a gloomy, misguided and undefined 
future; a nation that upholds dysfunctional values breeding dysfunctional knowledge 
and skills. The level of anti-social behaviour engaged in by youths, the insecurity of 
lives and property that have rendered many people homeless and many schools 
dysfunctional, are not unconnected with the attitude of government to education. No 
wonder, Soludo (2013) identified high moral intelligence and the enthronement of 
strong values as pivotal for the development and prosperity of the Nigerian society. 
According to him, Government must strive towards the restoration of fundamental 
values of Nigeria which have been weakened over the years. This will help to create a 
new Nigerian citizen who values hardwork and who realizes that one cannot have 
something for nothing. Thus, mobilization and reorientation campaigns by the National 
Orientation Agency should be reinforced at all levels. 
 
Religious Organizations 
 Undoubtedly, Nigerians are very religious people and the influence of religion 
on the value system in our society cannot be overemphasized. Religious teachings are 
guides to people’s moral conducts. Failed moral training of children gave birth to 
corruption in our society. It should be noted that religious values have never changed 
and they reflect the laws of nature. Those values include truth, trust-worthiness, 
integrity, honesty, patience, obedience, humility, faithfulness, love and kindness. Such 
higher values promote self imposed discipline, compassion and respect for human life. 
The religious groups and organizations should stress these values in their teachings and 
preachings in the churches, mosques and other places.  
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Mass Media  
 The media has viable role to play in enlightening the general public on the 
overall effect of negative values and need for hard work, fair play, self employment 
and law abiding citizens through advertisement, seminars, symposia and other 
measures. These no doubt will go a long way in repositioning the positive values in 
Nigerians.  
 
Conclusion  

Since the Nigerian youths are the leaders of tomorrow, it becomes expedient 
on the government, school administrators, teachers, parents, religious organizations 
and the media, to put their heads and hands together towards the reorientation of these 
youths. This will help them to acquire the right attitudes and values for their self 
development and the development of the Nigerian Society. The government must 
embark on aggressive war against indiscipline and corruption using its agencies like 
the Independent Corrupt Practices and other related offences Commission (ICPC) and 
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), and also place high value on 
education than what is happening now. Education must be properly funded by the 
government and managed by honest, humble and good hearted experts in the field of 
education. All these will help the youths to acquire positive values for themselves and 
the development of the nation.  
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